risoned for murder

« because of ajailhouse
" informant is seeking the -
righttosuethe D.As. -
office for compensation.

'By HENRY WEINSTEIN
. Times Staff Writer

Just a’'day after celebrating
_-the  second anniversary of his
. freedom; Thomas Goldstein was
- In court Monday, fighting what -

-/ may ke a long battle fo get com- -

bensation for the 24" years he

* spent in prison on a wrongful
. murder conviction. 7
.. At the U8, 9th Cireuit Court

of" Appeéals ‘In‘Pasadens.” Gold
e, now 56, watched his lead
- lawyer, ‘Ronald- O: “Kays," spar
r.with Los Angeles: County’s out-

-~ Wilson, over Goldstein's right to
4. sue the Los Angeles County dis-
»-trict attorney’s . office’ for his
T wrongfil Imprisonment, '
Goldstéin was convicted of
.khe 1979 shotgun slaying of John
+. McGinest in Long Beach on the _
+ word of a notorious jailhouse in-
. formant, Edward R. Fink. A
. judge later overturned the eon-
- viction becausé of Fink's credi-
* bility problems as well as the
« prosecutors’ failure to tell Gold-
: stein’sattorney thag they had cut
» & deal to go easy on Fink in a
© separate crinminal ¢éase. - :
.".  Normally, prosecutors have
+' absolute Immunity from lawsuits
-},:foxj anything they do in a court--
7. room. ‘Wilson argued Monday
" that this *prosecutoriaf immu-
» nity” protects the county from -
< Hability 0T T
"~ 'But Raye asserted that the
two, deputy  district ‘attorneys
- who ‘knew about Fink’s deal
- withheld the information as a
. .matter of district, attorney policy,
~*which would make the county
liable, ‘

. Moreover, Goldstein's suif as-
~-.sertsthat, in the late 1970s before
»"he was prosecuted, “two pros-
«, ecutorial agencies conducted in-
* quiries info claims by a jailhouse
. -Informant that he knew of im-
. proper conduct by” individuals
" inthe district attorney’s office re-
i.garding confessions _ allegedly
“~made to a jailhouse informant,
- However, the Anguiries and
+"any conclusions that the agen-
. ¢les reached were not indexed or

Side counsel, attorney David.J..

STRrr Tan Ahr AR D e g s s

1T Los Angefes Times .

“This is my legacy,

- something | want

to leave behind =~

lo make the system

 better for everyone.’
.ThefnasGdl_dsféin, on
drawing attention to the

jailhouse informant problem

widely disseminated in the oifice,
according to the suit, .

“In addition, the suit contends
thaf the district attorney’s office
“considered the creation ofasys-
tem to track the benefits pro-
vided to jaithouse informants . . .
but no such system was insti- -
tuted.” . . = R

Three judges heard the argu-

_ grand jury investi ‘in
- that “documented: ‘widespread
-‘use by prosecutors of false testi-
..mony fromjailhouse informants

tight to sue the city of Long
Beach has already beenclearly.
established. . oo

perior Court judge after thé dis-

~ trict attorney’s office conceded-

that it had no case against him;
In the preceding’ months, ‘five

" federal judges had ruled that

Guldstein had been wrongfully
convicted, largely on the word of

- Fink, who testified that Goid--

stein had confessed to the mur-
der while the two were in the

ink's testimony
of the dishonest jailho
‘formant.” He “&ff

in Los Angeles  Coun
the 1970s and '80s. .

. The district attorney’s office .
at the time “failed to.flfill the
ethical responsibilities of a pub-

tydurmg

lic prosecutor,” the grand jury re-
port states. The scandat ledtoa ..
dramatic reduction in the use of

such informants, - -

* "By the time of Goldstein’s
trial, Fink already had three felo-

earthed after Goldstein’s trial re- -

vealed that a number of people
in-law enforcemént had’ doubts’

~about his credibility. The other
keyindtnéssa'gainstGol_c_l_steinre-'__' TR T 5

LLU T 7 After the hearing, ‘Goldstein, | elu
who now works s a paralegal in | Was

- Orange Courity, said he would '}
 contimie to speak out on the is- -
- sue wherever he could. “This is

canied years later. "0
" Eight months after he won his

freedom, Goldstein, represented
by Kaye, McLane & Bednarski; a
“small Pasadéna law firm; filed a

federal civil rights lawsuit, seek-
Ing damages from the -eity of
Long - Beach, . Los’ Angeles

did nothing wrong, Goldstein's .

oo Ciesinon i opealed, Cléading to
Goldstein was.freed on April i R
2, 2004, 'by ‘a Long Beach Sy

“: submitted by lawyer Wilson; said

“fits the profile

~the criminal action.” 0 70 e
. Kaye countered that Gold- |
- stein’s clairn is just the type that
“was envisioned  when the 'Su-' | 1
_preme Court in 1978 ruled that +-
“governmental entities ¢an  be
;Sued under federal civil rights:
«Jaws for a policy or custom that | du
individual's  federal | we

:in- 1990

.-+ Later this week, ‘Goldstein is | “sor
scheduled to be one of the fea- |

~ formant problem in g letter he

. County.'_fbur'.pf?'li_ce'._ officers and |

‘twWo former Drosecutors.
i Last year] U.S: Distri

- possible lability:Th

. Goldstein's lawyers a

timony = from"
informants that
fabricated.” L
. .~ But: the county, in -the brief

. Jailhouse’
was “false and -

that If Goldstein’s action against |

.the county “is permitted to go.

. forward, it will' be the first sue- |
Cesslul action by a criminalde-{" @

fendant against prosecutors who

that oceurred dilring the trial of

- violates. an

‘tured speakers at a conference af

udge ;|-
" A. Howard Matz in Los Angeles-|:
. rejected the county’s contention |

that the district attorney’s office |
/s -absolutely immune from

his civil rights suit that the dis- | s
. trict attorney’s office had g’ pol-
. icy that bermitted the useof tes-

handled his: case for.an_ injury |2

- UCLA Law School on wrongful ;. rea
. convictions, He already has'sp ror
ree f - ken to members of Congress and | ‘wg
ny " convictions: : Evidence: “Un- - te

testified before the state Legisla- | con
ture; Goldstein first tried todraw . | -fact

~attention: o the jailhouse in- | saic

sent to government officials from | his

“prison in 1085,

-ty legacy, something I want to

leave behind.to make the system . |-
. better for everyene,” he said,

'George Henry ‘Nick’ -

Jesson of Fountain

 Valley had disputed the

legality of withholding
personal income taxes.

Education, which-bought a full-

page ad in USA Today proelajm-

ing that income taxes were un-
constitutional. -

Jesson argued’ in speeches
and on websites that withhold-
ing personal income taxes vio-
lated the Constitution, and that

em_plqyees at his Hunting_fcon::_

o B e o e T R S i

‘Tax Protester Is Sentenced to Prison |

falsely reporting that .no wages:

had been paid to employzes i |
(1997 Documents showed No:|

-Timé- Delay Electronies’ paid. |-
-wages of §177,083 to Jesson and .

$273,236 to his wife, which Jesson

Beknowledged in court was tax.





